VETERANS DAY SPEECH 
(GREETINGS)

IT’S TRULY AN HONOR TO JOIN WITH YOU TODAY AS WE RECOGNIZE ALL OF OUR VETERANS: ALL OF THE SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AIRMEN, MARINES, COAST GUARDSMEN AND MERCHANT MARINES WHO WENT WHEREVER THEY WERE CALLED ON TO SERVE - - LET US ALL BE THANKFUL FOR THEIR SERVICE!

RIGHT NOW, AS WE REFLECT ON THOSE WHO HAVE FOUGHT TO PRESERVE THE FREEDOMS THAT EVERY AMERICAN ENJOYS, THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF MEN AND WOMEN IN OUR MILITARY, ONCE AGAIN, TAKING UP ARMS AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF FREEDOM.  LIKE GENERATIONS OF PATRIOTS WHO CAME BEFORE THEM, THESE FEW SHOULDER THE BURDEN FOR MANY.  THEY SERVE BECAUSE THEY KNOW IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE GREATER GOOD.  IT’S IMPORTANT THAT WE TAKE TIME TO THANK THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE CURRENTLY SERVING IN THE MILITARY FORCES.  THEY ARE DEFENDING THE PRINCIPALS UPON WHICH THIS NATION WAS FOUNDED.

MANY OF OUR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY HAVE DEPLOYED OVERSEAS, OR ARE IN THE PROCESS OF DEPLOYING.  MANY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES HAVE ALREADY BEEN ACTIVATED FOR DUTY AND IT LOOKS AS THOUGH THE GUARD AND RESERVE WILL BE CALLED UPON EVEN MORE IN THE FUTURE TO ASSIST IN THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM.

ACTIVATION AND DEPLOYMENT HAVE HAD A MAJOR INFLUENCE ON MANY MILITARY FAMILIES; TO SOME DEGREE, THERE HAS BEEN ADDED HARDSHIP AND DIFFICULTY.  IN THE CASE OF THE GUARD AND RESERVE FAMILIES, THIS HAS CAUSED A MAJOR FINANCIAL BURDEN.  THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS IS WORKING HARD TO DO WHATEVER IT CAN TO EASE THE WEIGHT OF STRESS CAUSED BY LONG SEPARATION.

CAN WE DO ENOUGH?  I SAY WE CAN’T.

WE NEED TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO MAKE SURE THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVE IN TODAYS AND TOMORROWS’ MILITARY RECEIVE WHAT THEY NEED TO ACCOMPLISH THEIR MISSION OF SAFEGUARDING AMERICA’S INTERESTS.  THAT INCLUDES A LIVABLE WAGE AND DECENT LIVING CONDITIONS FOR THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES.

BUT SINCE WE’VE BEEN THROUGH IT OURSELVES, WE ARE WELL PREPARED.  AS CIRCUMSTANCE AND NECESSITY DEMANDS, OUR MILITARY STANDS READY TO DO WHATEVER IS NEEDED TO DEFEND OUR NATION AGAINST OUR ENEMIES AND RID THE WORLD OF THOSE WHO TRY TO DISRUPT WORLD ORDER THROUGH TERRORIST ACTS AND TOTALITARIAN RULE.
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OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM TODAY SHARE THE SAME MILITARY IDEAS AND EXPERIENCES OF YESTERDAY’S VETERANS: THEY CHOSE TO SERVE BECAUSE THEY HAVE A COMMON BELIEF IN A CAUSE HIGHER THAN SELF AND A SHARED SENSE OF DUTY.  THEY ARE THE ONES WHO ASSUME ALL THE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH MAINTAINING OUR FREEDOM AND LIBERTIES AND PRESERVING THE IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY.  MORE THAN ANYONE, VETERANS UNDERSTAND THE REAL MEANING OF AMERICA.  THEY ARE THE ONES WHO SO WILLINGLY DEFEND AND FIGHT FOR OUR FREEDOM AND LIBERTIES.

MAINTAINING THE STRENGTH OF THE AMERICAN IDEAL REQUIRES COURAGE, CONSTANT VIGILANCE AS WELL AS SACRIFICE.  THERE SHOULD BE NO DOUBT THAT WITHOUT THE SACRIFICE OF OUR VETERANS, WITHOUT THEIR LOVE AND DEDICATION OF SPIRIT, TYRANTS AND EVIL WOULD PREVAIL.

IF I COULD MAKE ANY DEMAND OF MY GOVERNMENT - - IF I COULD DEMAND MY FELLOW CITIZENS TO DO ONE THING - - IT WOULD BE TO GRANT OUR VETERANS THE CARE AND RESPECT THEY SO RICHLY AND RIGHTFULLY DESERVE.  THEY HAVE BEEN THE KEEPERS OF PEACE AND PROTECTORES OF OUR FREEDOM.  WE CAN NEVER DO ENOUGH TO THANK THEM.  WE CAN, HOWEVER, HONOR THEM AND CARE FOR THEM.

OUR COUNTRY HAS CONFRONTED COUNTLESS CHALLENGES AND FACES MANY MORE IN THE DAYS AND YEARS AHEAD.  I HOPE THAT AS WE LEAVE HERE TODAY, WE WILL BE MOTIVATED AND INSPIRED BY THE DEEDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF PATRIOTS PAST AND PRESENT.  I HOPE THIS MOTIVATION WILL HELP TO LEAD US INTO A BRIGHTER FUTURE, ARMED WITH A RENEWED NEW SENSE OF PATRIOTISM AND PURPOSE.  LET US ALL REMAIN COMMITTED TO A STRONGER NATION AND TO OUR VETERANS.

GOD BLESS AMERICA.
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