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ere is the next, and hopefully quarterly, edition of
§ Beyond the Prayer. So far, the comments have been
J overwhelmingly good. As we move forward with it, please

offer suggestions and input for upcoming issues. We can only
improve il we know what your needs are and receive your ideas.

This issue focuses on what is reportable. Why? Many of you put
in a chaplain's report but forget much of what you do is also
reportable in Programs. Those reports help gather information
for the VFW Fact Sheet, assist posts and districts meet dashboard
standards, and more. You may find that by providing the post those
program reports that they mav support and encourage you more
and better appreciate all yvou do. | am aware that none of us do it for
those reasons, but it is nice to be acknowledged and encouraged
sometimes.

The equally important thought in this issue is that ever present
need to check on you and yours. Being a first responder, from now
s until about mid-January, is the highest number of suicides and
.;7-'7( C:.}_mmmﬂ- suicide attempts. There is a Caretaker Tracker to help you track
7 contacts and even a Training Simulator that will provide general
f’ci f‘-’"?"’”f: guidance during those contacts. Both are available on Lotcs.org
and VFWFLorg. Please at least take a look at these two available
tools. Share them with those you believe may get some benefit
from them.

* ' Remember those buddy checks and keep doing the amazyfs
- things you do.

SUPPORT In Comradeship amnd Service,

ENCOURAGE
LISTEN LEJ
PRAY
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NOVEMBER 2026 | CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Greetings Chaplains and Commanders!

Movember is a special month for those of us who have
served, ILis a time ta hanor our veterans, remember
the sacrifices made by military families, and give
thanks for the many blessings in our lives. But before
wie get too far into November, | have a little unfinished
business.

Remermber that homework | gave you?

It's BUDDY CHECK TIME!

For the past two manths, | have been asking you to
reach out to someone you have not heard from lately.
In October, | encouraged you to make a Buddy Check
and then tag someone else to do the same. Well, how
did we da?

Did you make that telephone call, send that message,
tag another veteran to do the same? | hope 50,
sometimes we get 50 busy taking care of our
responsibilities that we forget the simplest things can
make the greatest difference. A telephone call may
take only five minutes, but to someong who has been
sittimg alone all day, those five minutes might mean
everything.

And remember, you can still use gur A Simple Buddy
Check tool at https:/lotes.orgitag.ntml. Tag someone,
encourage them to tag another, and keep that chain of
kindness going,

HONORING OUR VETERANS

On November 10, we celebrate the birthday of the
United States Marine Corps. To our Marines, past and
present, happy birthday! Your proud traditions of
honaor, courage, and commitment continue to inspire
generations of Americans. The following day,
Movember 11, Is Veterans Day. This is a day that
belongs to every man and woman who has worn the
unifarm of our Armed Farces,

Many of our Pasts will hold ceremonies, parades, or
gatherings to recognize the service of our fellow
veterans, As chaplains, we may be called upon to offer
prayers, provide words of encouragement, or simply
stand alongside those whio served, Bulk | want us to
remember someathing. Not every veteran will be
standing in a parade, Some will be in hospitals or
nursing homes. Some will be confined to their homes.
Others may be carrying memories of their militany
service, or of comrades who never came home,

Those are the veterans | especially want us to think
about this November, Attend the ceremonies. Honar
the flag. Thank those who served. But afterward, find
somegne who could not attend. Give them a call. Pay
them a wisit, Let them know that Veterans Day includes
them, too. That is how we turn remembrance into
SRMVICE,

REMEMBERING OUR MILITARY FAMILIES

November is also Military Family Appreciation Month.
Hawing served ourselves, we understand that military
service affects far more than the person wearing the
uniform, There are spouses who manage households
during deployments, children who miss birthdays and
holidays with their parents, and families who wait
anxiously for news from loved ones serving far from
hame.

As chaplains, we should remember to thank them, too,
Perhaps your Post knows a family with someone
currently deploved. Maybe there is a military spouse in
your community who could use a little encouragement,
Reach out, Sometimes asking, "How are you doing?” is
just as important as thanking someone for their
service,

A SEASON OF THANKSGIVING

On Thursday, November 26, our nation celebrates
Thanksgiving. For many of us, Thanksgiving means
gathering with family and friends, sharing a meal, and
remembering the blessings God has provided
throughouwt the year. But Thanksgiving can also be a
difficult time, There are veterans who will spend the
holiday alone, and families gathering around a table
where someone is missing.

We should be especially mindful of them. If your Post is
planning a Thanksgiving dinner, consider inviting
someone who might otherwise spend the day alone, If
you know a wveteran whao cannaot leave home, perhaps
someone could deliver a meal or stop by for a visit.
Sometimes a plate of food, a friendly conversation, and
a little companionship can turn a lonely holiday into a
meaningful one,

Thanksgiving reminds us to be grateful for what we

have, Chaplaincy reminds us to share those blessings
with others.

PRAYERS FOR THE THINGS THAT ARE
IMPORTANT TO YOU!




NOVEMBER 2026 | CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Cur YFW Mational Chaplain website has a Prayer
Request page at

hittps:ffotes. orglprayer-réguest-chaplain.html.
Requests submitted through this page come directly to
me as your VFW Mational Chaplain. If you are facing a
difficult sitwation, concerned about a loved one, or
simply need someona to join you in prayer, please use
this resource and share it with others who may need it.

PUTTING OUR GRATITUDE INTO ACTION

As we approach the end of November, | want to leave
you with another little assignment. Yes, | know. More
homewaork! This month, | am asking you to do three
simple things. Thank a veteran. Remember a military
family, Reach out to someone who may be alone this
Thanksgiving. You do not need a special committee or
an organized program to accomplish any of these
things. You simply need a caring heart and the
willingness to act,

And while you are doing that, please continue your
Buddy Checks. Qur responsibility to care for one
another does not end when Veterans Day ceremonies
are ower or the Thanksgiving dishes have bean put
away. Chaplaincy is not something we do only when we
are wearing our VFW caps or standing behind a
podium. It is how we treat people every day!

IN FAITH AND SERVICE

As we give thanks this November, | am especially
grateful for each of you who serves our veterans, their
farmiles, and our commuonities. May God bless you and
your families, our veterans, our military families, and
all those who continue to serve our nation. And Ml Wi
never forget that sometimes the greatest way to show
our gratitude is simply to share it with someone else,

Happy Veterans Day and may you all have a blessed
Thanksgiving,

Deborah "Debb” Halter

VFW National Chaplain, 2026-2027
Big Ten Conference Chaplain
Department of Missouri Chaplain
Sky Pilot, Pup Tent #12, Missouri

Deborah “Debb™ Halter

VW Mational Chaplain
2026-2027

CHAPLAIN ZOOM MEETING

Third Thursday of each month
Nov 19 | Dec 17 | Jan 21

8:30-9:30 PM Easiern
7230 Coniral | 6:30 Mowntain | 5:30 Pacific

Mecting 1D: 831 1936 1624
Passcode: 356550

JOIN Z00M MEETING
L0 3l Fosen US| a3 1 19361 624

Lisa thas link or mpating 10 and passcoda

OME-TAP MOBILE [US)
#1645 931 2850

#1929 205 G099 (Mew York)
Additional dial-in numbers:
J01-T15-8582 | B05-224-1568
HI2-E26-6750 | S4G-248-TF0

Lol nuimbars: SOt 2000m. s U b 0 Lis3d
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Serving veterans and families across Florida

DMSTRICT CHAPLAIN MRECTORY

District 1 | Home post: 11367
Chaplain Ronald Engberg
Engbergridbellumsth net
BS0-Z25-0626

District 2 | Home post: 4538
Chaplaiin Michae] Mayfheld

District 3 | Home post: 195
Chaplain (sefald Adas

teot i Eaol com
UH-OTE-6OT2

Districi 4 | Home posi: B2
(haplain Demnis Madell

Post SO0 EviwlLong
Sh3-6700819

Digirsct 5 | Home posi: 4127

(Thplain Ty SIrong

Ty strong9 728 gmail com
SlM-B05-2912

District 7 | Home post: 5625

Chaplain Anthony Walts
W e | O il ey
76246650

District 8 | Home post: 10148
Chaplain HF Hanion

District 9 | Home post: 4364
Chaplain Matthew Pullis

Ml s D e s b€ty
TET-HR-5520

District 10 [ Home post: 8118
Chapdair Bichurd Betrosun
(LTI R R B S )

p Gedl-Ge0]-ET0Y

1 Uonat ddetaals Eransgrband (oo ther soppdard 3006 7007 chaplaans b

District 11 / Home post: 10539

Chaplain Thomas “Sanpe™ Allen
SargeEroomdonst nud tonoom

District 12 [ Home post: 4283
Chuplain George Walls
pealls 3 aEgmail com
352-418-Z314

District 13 [ Home post: 4254
Chuplain Duvid Hasmpe
HampeXi@yahoo.oom

I12-543- 1770

District 14 [ Home post: 10164
Chspdin Jum “Padre™ Pritchard
ipriichardsisEpmaal ooem

Q-7 1T

District 15 / Home posi:

District 17 / Home post: 10555
Chaaplain Robe Lembung
BIE-533- 1549

District 18 / Home post: 5405
Chaplain joln Travis

jrrancis Ly com
ST -8B 00400

District 19 [ Hombe podt: IR

District 21 / Home post: 4412
Chaapdain Ronakd “Doc™ Wiood
Ronemwoodil yakoo com
BI3-605-TEM

District 22 | Home post:

-




very veteran has faced storms.
E Some were encountered on distant

battlefields. Others are fought quietly
at home through grief, loneliness, illness,
moral injury, or memories that refuse to fade.
As VFW chaplains, we will meet men and
women navigating each of these challenges.

It is easy to believe we must have all the
answers. We do not. Instead, think of being a
lighthouse. A lighthouse does not calm the sea.
It does not stop the wind or remove the rocks |
hidden beneath the waves. It simply stands

where it is needed, shining steadily through the S

darkness. Its light offers direction, hope, and the I
reassurance that someone is watching over the
journey. That is often the ministry of a VFW
chaplain.

Your presence at a hospital bedside may
mean more than the perfect praver. A listening
ear after a meeting may ease a burden someone
has carried for yvears. A handwritten note, a
phone call, or a quiet word of encouragement
can remind a fellow veteran that he or she has
not been forgotten.

Jesus described His followers as the light
of the world. We are not called to draw attention
to ourselves but to reflect His light so that
others can find hope and direction amid life’s
storms. Often, the brightest witness is simply
showing up with compassion, patience, and a
willing heart.

From [Re tl j LLFT ||“ '|J"11

You may not always see the results of your
ministry. The veteran YOU encourage tu-r.lm may
never tell you how much your kindness mattered.
Faithful service is rarely measured by applause
or recognition. It is measured by lives touched
through simple acts of care, compassion, and
steadfast love.

Whether you are beginning your service
as a VFW chaplain or have served faithfully for
many vears, remember this: Your calling is not
to rescue everyone from every storm. Your
calling is to be a faithful light, shining
consistently and pointing others toward hope,
peace, and God’s enduring presence.

A BEACON DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON

Today, someone in your Post may be searching
for that light. The holiday season can be a
particularly difficult time for many veterans.
Memories of loved ones who are no longer with
us, time away from family, financial stress,
health challenges, or feelings of isolation can
make this season of joy especially painful.

As VFW chaplains, we have a unique
opportunity to be a beacon during these winter
months. A simple phone call, a visit, an invitation
to a Post event, or a kind wond can bring warmth
to a veteran who is struggling. Your presence
may help replace loneliness with connection
and remind them that they are valued,
appreciated, and never forgotten.

Let us shine a little brighter this season and
be the lighthouse in somebody’s storm.

l! ..r!"'r'J r'.'ljl { X r|l.'r"|'r r.:| -r. r.'l-l-
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"’Quartel;ly Watch

Key Military Observances, Holidays, and Commemorations
for Chaplains

o

Quarter: November 1, 2026 - January 31, 2027

.

All Saints' Day (Christian)

Election Day (Federal Observance)

Veterans Day
A day to honor all who have served in the US. Armed Forces.

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day (Federal Holiday)
A time of gratitude and reflection for God'’s many blessings.

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

Commemorates the lives lost and the bravery shown during
the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941,

National Guard Birthday
Marks the establishment of the National Guard in 1636,

Christmas Day (Federal Holiday)
A celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.

Kwanzaa Begins

A cultural celebration of family, community, and shared values
(Dec 26 = Jan 1).

New Year's Day (Federal Holiday)
A time for renewal, prayer, and sefting new intentions.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Federal Holiday)
Honors the life, service, and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Signing of the Vietnam Peace Accord (1973)
Marks the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, which ended ULS.
military involvement in the Vietnam War.
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TWO REPORTS, TWO PURPOSES

Understanding the Chaplain Quarterly Report and VFW Program Reporting

Helping P

e ), =
| PIE P ENS

As VW Chaplains, our responsibilithes extend far beyond
offering an opening prayer or closing a mesting. We visit

the sick, comfort grieving families, assist veterans in diffioult
timees, suppaort our communities, and provide a compassionate
presence when it B needed most.

But there is one area whene confusion can arise: What belongs
on the Chaplain Cuarterly Beport, and what should be submitted
through YFW Program Reporting? Although some activities may

understand what to report, where

fo report if, amd wiy i mallers

VFW Program Beporting records qualifying activities performed

by the Post and its members in support of veterans, military families,
and the community. Chaplains participate in many sctivithes that
enay qualify for Program Reponting. inchuding

VETERANS AND FAMILY ASSISTANCE

Providing qualifying ascisnoe to veierans, visiting veterans
in heapitals or care facilities, participating in outreach events,
oF hilpareg cofdi) vilirand i Familied with nidded Felcisoe

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Participatang in duealifyisg comminiy oulfessh PRt
Eed dirns, Eraster aasistaree, of otber volunters acthvities
that Benefit the commumity

PATRIOTIC AND MEMORIAL ACTIVITIES
Supporting Memorial Doy, Veterans Day, PO MWL recognition,
anad pither qualifyieg patriotic prograss, when permitied under
the Department’s reporting cabegories.

SUFPORT FOR FAMILIES
Participating in qualifying projects that seclst miitary families,
ssrviving spouses, of families experiencing harddhip

appear on both reports, they serve different purposes,

ii THE CHAPLAIN QUARTERLY REPORT

AT l||

L.n..., Story of Our Minisiry

The Chaplain Quanterly Report documents the work performed
by the Chaplain during the reponting period. 0 provides District
and Deepartmenit Chuplain leadership with a pecture of the spiritual
care, compassionate outreach, and support being provided
throughout cur Posts
Depending on the Department's reporting Sorm, activities may include:
& Wigits or calls 1o sk, hospitalived, or homebound members.
& Anendance Jl funerils, memorial serevices, and celsbrations of lile
# Condolenoe cands, sympathy messapes, and family outreach
& Prayers, Imvocations, benedictbons, and memorial observances.
-
-

0000

An activity does not beoome reportable simply because
a Chapladn performed it. It must meet the
of the spplicable VW program category.

Assistance bo velerans and Camilkes experiencing hardship.
Other chaplain activities and significant concerms requiring
follow -up.

CAM AN ACTIVITY APPEAR ON BOTH REPORTS?

Think of the Quarterly Report as a record of
your work as a mapdm. It helps leadership

understand the needs of our veterans, families,
and Posts.

QUICK REFERENCE CHART
Where Chaplain Activities Are Reported

| CHAPLAIN QUARTERLY REPORT
|C|1.IFl|l|r'|'!. Wourk

YFW PROGRAM REPORTING
[Qualifying Pest Service]

CHAPLAIN ACTIVITY

Hospital or nursing home visit Yes Generalby, if qualifying
VW funeral cr memnonial service s Generally, if gualifying
Condolence or gresting cards Vs Depends on activity
Courseling a veteran putside Post functions As applicable Generally, if gualifying
Community outresch representing VFW As applicable Generally, i qualifying
Inwvocation at regular Post meeting As applicable Generally ne
Artending routine Post mestings Generally fd LEparabe count Ma
Perscnal church or family activity Mo, undess within Chaplain duthes Genarally no

WORE TOGETHER TO CAPFTURE THE SERVICES

Eaep a simple recond of the date, sctivity, kocation, mumber of vilunbeeri,
vy hours, and any qualifying Acrabond of Expenss Commimecate
with your Peat Commander, Sdjutant, assd the panion responsible for
Fropram Reporiing.

REMEMBER: TW'D REPORTS, TWO PURPOSES

The Chaiplain Quairterly Report tells the sbory ol the care we provide

WP Prigirasn Reporting Secustinti e dqualilfying werion s spat of ouf Post
Bath are mpsortant. Both support o milaion

Ouer servier does nod end with “Admen.” I continse whernwr a vwiirnmm,

WHAT ABOUT PRAYERS
AND ROUTINE MEETINGS?

I!!J

Frogrom-srporivg riypdelity i webiec? fo rumed Drpardmnd of Nonds peidenns
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Yﬂur Questmns. Your Ideas. Yﬂur Voice. = 3

We Want to Hear From You!

Beyond the Prayer is more than a publication. It is an opportumnity
for VFW Chaplains, Commanders, and members throughout Florida
o share experiences, exchange ideas, ask questions, and strengthen
the work we do for our veterans and their families.

Have a question about your responsibilities as a Post or District
Chaplain? Looking for suggestions on how to support a veteran or
military family? Have an idea for an article, an upcoming event, or
a story about the good work being done in your Post or District?

Send it to the Mail Bag!

- % We Welcome: * -3

Quiestions from the Field: Questions about chaplain responsibilities,
CeTemnies, resournces, and supporting fellow veterans,

Ideas and Suggestions: Topics you would like to see covered in
future editbons of Beyond the Prayer.

Stories of Service: Share how your Post or District is making a
difference in the lives of veterans and their farnilies.

Resources Worth Sharing: Helpful programs, community |
partnerships, and practices that other Chaplains may find useful.

Feedback on the Publication: Tell us what you enjoy, what could
be improved, and what would make this publication more valuable to you.

How to Reach Us

Contact the p . .
DMﬂEEE Chaplain: ' Contact the Editor:
avi ear !
Veterans of Foreign Wars | Ty Strﬂﬂg
Elr theﬂ Unitetd ?l;;ﬁ'd 2 Editor, Beyond the Prayer
epartment of Florida Chaplain .
up 727-359-6137 . & ty.strong972@gmail.com

& chaplain@vfwfl.org
* Your Input Makes a Difference *

Mot every submission will appear in the publication, but every contribution is appreciated and will be considered.
Questions of general interest may be featured in future editions, with identifying information omitted when appropriate.
Please avoid including privare medical information, personal contact derails, or other sensitive information abour veterans or families without their permission.

The best ideas often come from the people doing the work every day. We want to hear yours!

Because our mission doesn’t end when the prayer is over.



OF HONOR, COURAGE
AND COMMITMENT

THE MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY
NOVEMBER 10, 2026
A CHAPLAIN'S REFLECTIONM
- ""' -

n Movember 10, 1775, the Continental Marnnes

were established in Philadelphia. Pennsylvania.

From those humble beginnings emerged a fighting
force whose legacy would be defined by courage, sacnfice,
discipline, and an unwavernng commitrment (0 service

Today, as we celebrate the 2515t birthday of the United
States Manne Corps, we honor generations of Mannes
who have answered their nation”s call, often under
circumstances thal tested not only their physical endurance
but also their faith, hope, and spiritual resilience.

Behind the courage of the warrior stands
another kind of strength: the quiet ministry
of the chaplain.

I hroughout Manne Corps history, Navy chaptams have
accompanied Marines into battle, stood beside the wounded,
offered comfort 1o the grieving, and provided spiritual
guidance to those carrying the invisible burdens of war

Their ministry is nol measured by rank or recognition,

but by presence. Sometimes it is a prayer whispered before
a dangerous mission. Other times, it 15 a listening car after
the boss off a fellow Marine, a letter home, or simply sitling
beside someone when words are no longer enough.

Ihe chaplain's calling reminds us that even the strongest
WO needs compassion, understanding, and someone
willing to walk beside them during life’s most difficult

MMEnIE,

51 YEARS

SEM PER FIDELIS

i I | FAITHFLUI

The Manne Corps motio, Semper Fidelis — Abways Faithful
camics meaning beyond the battleficld. For chaplains, it reflects
a commitmment bo remain faithful o those entnosied o their cane,
regardiess of religious belief, background, of circumstance.

As VFW chaplains, we continue that spint of service long
after the uniform has been putl away. We are called 1o remembser
those who served, comfort thosz who mourmn, encourape those
who struggle, and ensure that no veteran feels forgotien

Omn this Manne Corps Birthday, may we celebrate the proud
traditions of the Corps while rememberning the spintsal strength
that has sustained generations of Marines and their families.
May we also honor the chaplains who have walked beside them,
often without recognition, camying hope into places where hope
was difficult to find

Happy 251st Birthday,
United States Marine Corps.

Semper Fidelis — Always Faithful.

— A PRAYER FOR MARINES —
Heavenly Faths T,



BEYOND THE PRAYER WVRPW Department of Florida | Chaplain Pes:

OPTIONAL RESOURCE — NOT REQUIRED

These prayers and remarks are provided for reference only. Chaplains may use, adapt, or prepare their own
weords. Their use is not reguired.

VETERANS DAY INVOCATIONS

Almighty God, be with us as we come together this day to pay tribute to those who have served and those
who are presently serving in our Armed Forces, We are grateful for their dedication and commitment and the
countless selfless acts they have performed—and the sacrifices of their families—so that we might continue
to enjoy freedom. We thank you for their service to their nation and we thank you for their commitment and
service to their families, to their communities, and to society in the years since they served. We are mindful
of the fact that many of their comrades sacrificed their very lives on the fields, on the seas, and in the air
where the battles of thie war were fought; we remember those today with great reverence and thanksgiving.
We thank you for our great land, for life, for liberty, and the freedom to pursue happiness that constitute the
legacy of our forebears and the angoing ideals of our Republic. Continue Your blessings upon us as we
conduct this ceremony. Amen.

Almighty God, be with us as we come together this day to pay tribute to those who have served and those
who are serving in our Armed Forces, We are grateful for their dedication and commitment and the countless
selfless acts they perform 5o that we might continue to enjoy freedom. We thank you for our great land, and
the wisdom of our founding fathers, and for those who down through the ages fought the forces of evil and
gave their lives to preserve the freedoms we enjoy. We are grateful for life, for liberty, and for the freedom
to pursue happiness, As we begin this day, we will now have a mement of silence to remember those who
gave their lives . . ., those missing in action . . ., those held as POW. Continue Your blessings upon us as we
enjoy the events that have been planned and may each of us as individuals and as a Nation continue to
acknowledge You. Amen.

VETERANS DAY BENEDICTIONS

A we conclude this ceremany, we remamber again all those who served and are serving in our Armed
Farces, Today and every day, may we honor our veterans. May we continue to highly esteem those warthy
men and women who gave their best when they were called upon to serve and protect their country. And
now Lord, be gracious and merciful to ws, and let Your good favor and blessing be with each of us. Help us as
we seek to live as good citizens and carry out our responsibilities to always honor youw. Amen.

Dur Heavenly Father, we ask for Your benediction to rest on us this day. As You have graciously preserved
our Mation through the years, and have led us in wondrous ways, grant that we may be worthy of our high
calling as a Nation. Amen.

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we ask that Your blessing be bestowed on our friends and loved ones,
We thank You for this opportunity to share with them this special occasion to honor our veterans. Let us
always honor the memory of those

brave men and women who sacrificed so that we may experience freedom in our country. Heavenly Father,
keep their families in Your kind care. Let us be reminded of Life, Liberty, Justice, Freedom, and Democracy,
that we may be ever grateful to You for those veterans who served and protected our freedom. We ask Your
blessing upon this program and when we depart, grant us Your cantinued fellowship that makes abiding
peace. We ask this in Your Name. Amen.

Source: YFW Chaplain's Handbook | hitps:fatcs.orgivie chaplainhiml
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PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY — OPENING REMARKS Today, as
President Roosevelt declared it, we remember a “Day that will live in
infamy.” On December 7, 1941 Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, an act that
pulled the United States into the Second World War, perhaps the darkest,
most costly, and civilization-altering conflict in the history of human
existence. English Prime Minister Winston Churchill, writing in a memoir
about his reaction to FDR's December 7, 1941 telephone call to inform him
of the attack said, "The fate of the Empire rests on this enterprise. Every
man must devote himself totally to the task in hand.” And every man and
every woman in the United States did devote themselves totally to the war
effort. That conflict pitted institutional tyranny against champions of
religious and civil liberty, and the value of individual human life. In the end,
at unimaginable cost, freedom prevailed. Today we are honoring and
remembering those who paid this price to secure a victory for hope and
virtue. | offer this prayer of thanks for their strength of resolve.

PEARL HARBOR DAY INVOCATIONS

Heavenly Father, we are gathered here to commemorate those who gave their lives at Pearl Harbor on
December Tth, 1941. Let us always honor the memoary of the brave men who sacrificed so that we may
experience freedom in a country that is free. Let us be reminded of life, liberty, justice, freedom, and
democracy that we may be ever grateful to You and those veterans who gave 50 much for their Country. We
ask Your blessing upon ws this day and grant unte us Your continued fellowship that makes abiding peace.
Amen,

Dear God, not everything that happens in your world reflects your goodness and grace, You have given us
freedom to choose, and with that freedom, individuals sometimes choose to do evil. Today we remember a
time of great evil in our world—we remember December 7, 1941—the day Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, an
act that pulled the United States into the Second World War. We also remember those who stood their
ground against great evil, those who fought here at home and on the battle fronts to ensure that evil would
not prevail, We thank you that in the hour of need you gave men and women the strength and resolve to
stand, whatever the cost. May those brave souls who still remain here with us feel today your hand of favor
and strength. In their last years here on earth give to them renewed hope and an awareness of our gratitude
for their bravery and sacrifice. And Lord, as we invoke your blessing on all we say and do in this Memorial
Service today, we lift up to you praise and thanksgiving for the grace you have shed upon us and may each
of us as individuals and as a Nation continue to acknowledge You. Amen.

PEARL HARBOR DAY BENEDICTION

Dear God, we thank you for this occasion o pause and remember these heroes. Help us to draw courage
from the example of the brave Americans we honor. We once again realize the value of being a part of this
greak Nation. As we go from here, may we be ever vigilant and ever valiant. And may 2ach of us as
individuals and as a Nation continue to acknowledge You. As in the words of these great hymns of faith, we
pray "Guide us, O Thou Great Jehovah,” and we ask that you grant us wisdom and courage in the days
ahead. | ask all this in your name. Amen.

Source: WFW Chaplain's Handbook | hitps:iotcs.ongtele_chaplain hitml P
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A Thanksgiving Message for Our VFW Chaplains and Members, 4 3
Adapted from the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps Article A Note ﬁom ﬂlﬂ
“Giving Thanks, Serving Faith” (Nov. 26, 2025) Department ﬂf Florida

Thanksgiving invites us o pause, reéflect, and give thanks to God

for the many blessings in our lives. It is a time to remember that As we enter the Thanksgiving season, the Department
our freedoms, our families, and the opportunities we enjoy today of Florida extends our gratitude to all VFW chaplains
are not by chance, but are the result of the sacrifice, dedication, for the care, compassion, and steadfast support you
and service of America's veterans and their families. provide to Wmﬂmﬂ% our members, and their families
The U.S. Army Chaplain Corps recently reminded us in their ol :

message, “Giving Thanks, Serving Faith,” that gratitude is more Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks for God's many
than a scasonal sentiment—it is a response of faith that shapes blessings, to remember the service and sacrifice of
how we live and serve. They noted that Thanksgiving is a time to our veterans, al'_m 10 renew ﬂ:“ commitment to
give thanks for God’s faithfulness, to honor those who have served, "'||-"l:|:r.|_-an3 Helping Veterans. wt EnCOUrage you to
to support military families, and to continue serving others in our use this season as an opportunity to reach out, share
communities with compassion and purpose. a kind word, offer a prayer, and be a comforting

presence (o those who may be alone, in need, or facing

This message speaks directly to the heart of our mission in the difficult circumstances.

VFW. As chaplains, we are called to be a source of encouragement,

hope, and spiritual care for our fellow veterans, service members, May this Thanksgiving bring you, your family, and
and their families. Thanksgiving offers a meaningful opportunity your Post and District continued blessings of faith,
to strengthen those bonds, to check on those who may be lonely | health, and fellowship.

or grieving, and to remind them that they are valued, remembered, ol

and not forgotten.

A Chaplain’s Thanksgiving Reflection

As chaplains, we are reminded that gratitude grows deeper when it is expressed through service. This
Thanksgiving, let us:
m Remember our veterans — especially those who are hospitalized, homebound, or living alone.
m Reach out to military families — including those with loved ones currently deployed.
m Support and encourage — fellow members who are grieving a loss or facing a difficult season.
m Serve with compassion — through acts of kindness, fellowship, and community outreach.

m Give thanks to God — for the freedom to serve, the bonds of the VEW, and the opportunity 1o
make a difference in the lives of others.

=
——— A Thanksgiving Prayer ———
Heavenly Father, we come before You with gr::!l'eﬁ.l.f frearﬂﬁ:r the
many blessings You have given us—our families, our freedom, and
the men and women who have served and sacrificed for our Nation. |
We thank You for the strength, courage, and faith of our veterans,
and for the families who have stood beside them. Be with those who
are lonely, grieving, ill, or far from home this Thanksgiving. Give us
hearts of gratitude and a spirit of service, that we may continue fo
care for one another and live out the VFW promise of
“Veterans Helping Veterans.”™ In Your holy name we pray. Amen.
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Honoring Those Who Served — One Flight at

JACKSONVILLE / NORTHEAST FLORIDA
FIRST COAST HONOR FLIGHT

First Coast Honor Flight seres
Clay, Duval, St Johns, Mastau,
Baker, Bradford, Flagler, Putnam,
and Union counties. Vieberans
travel at no cost toe Washington,
D, to visit the memorials

-

FIRST COAST

HONOR FLIGHT dedicated to their service.
Next Flight Date: TO BE ANNOUNCED

Most recent flayght: October 3,
Departure Alrport: Jacksonville International Alrport (JAX)
O 1-888-400-1185
@ www.firstcoasthonorflight.org
) www.facebook.com/FirstCoastHonorFlight

UPCOMING FL

ST Jalres a8

DEPARTURE AIRPORT

Hagesd om [

ROROR FLIGHT DRGANIZATION

Ot 17, Mi26 Cenbral Flaeida Honar Flight Sanfeed (SFE)

Oct. 17, 2026 Space Coast Homor Fight Meibosna (MLE)

Ot 20, 2038 West Central Florida 5, Petershurg-Cleanwaber (PIE)
Ot 20, 2038 Southwest Florida Honor Flight  Sarssots-Bradenton (SRO)
Ot 24, 2006 South Flonda Honor Flight Fort Lauderdale (FLL)

Nov. T, 2006 Southeast Florida Honor Flight  Palm Beach (PEI)

Ape. 17, 2027 Southeast Flonida Hanor Flight Palm Beach (FEI)

Apr. 24, 2037 Central Florida Honor Flight Sardord (SFE)

May 29, 2027 Southeast Flonida Honor Flight  Palm Beach (PEI)

FLORIDA HONOR FLIGHT CONTACTS

~—

a Time

ABOUT HONOR FLIGHT

Honor Flight prowides eligible milstary veterans with inps
to Washington, DU, o visit the memorials dedicated to their
servioe, Vieterans trave] at no cost, with pricrity generally
given to Waorkd War [1, Korean War, Vietnam VWar, and
termuinally ill veterans.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
H World War [1 Veterans
+ Kosean War Veterans
W Vietnam War Vieterans
# Termanally ill Veterans from any era

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

®@ @ @

VETERANS GUARDIANS WELCOME HOME
Apply to I'}!,- Vodantesr to Join the community
It's free accompary veterans. | in grestieg our velemns
a5 they return.

ORIDA HONOR FLIGHTS

ARRIVAL

DEFARTURE EETURM ARRIYAL
TIME LOuUC.h TIME LFL]
6:00 AM B30 AMI 00 PM B30 PM
6:30 AM 00 AM B30 PM 5:00 PM
6:00 AM 8:30 AM 00 PM B30 PM
00 AM B:30 AM B:00 P B30 PM
B30 AM 9:00 AM B:30 PM 8:00 PM
6200 AM B:30 AM el P B30 PM
G:00 AM 8:30 AM G:00 P B:30PM
6:00 AW B8:30 AM G:00 PM B30 PM
1600 AL B:30 AM 00 Fi B30 PM

NATIONAL HONOR FLIGHT NETWORK

ORGANIZATION FHOMNE WEBSITE = -+4-—

First Coast (lacksomille) | -RRR-400-1185 wwnw lircoasthonarisghiorg Hﬂﬁn FI_EH]'
Ceritral Florida SOT-351 -0 '-'l-'.'.'l-'.'.|H.'IJI|:.'"I,|{|1|'.'E.'I|HJ|El:'.':u'i g HITWORK
Smwca Coast 371-514-A084 wwaspadstoasthonorfight.ong Firid oxhier b sl e mr;__m_lrm:
West Cenbral Florida T IT-855-9303 wwn hanarlightweloeg wwrshonorflightcegfind-a-beab-bey-hub-name’
Southwesi Flonda 04.0-436-2001 www.swilhonceflight.ong

Southeast Florids 561-JH5-5544 weww honceflightseflong “We can never repay our veterans,
Scuth Florda 54-476-6022 www_honceflightsouthforida org but “’”ﬂ: ﬂf:'ﬂf ﬁ}':rﬂ"k Jou.
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Season 0
Peace, Hope,
cmd ervice

o - - ——
Remembering Thase Who Served, Honoring Every Faith,
and Caring for One Another
A:D«rl:-:rn'!:grlppm:thd-.. _ .

COMENENICIES BCTORS QU RaTkon
prepare for a scason fled with -

traditions, celebratbons, and reflevith

For many, Christmas is a sacred ‘
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.
For others, Hanokkah, other religiost
observances, family irodithens, or personal
moments of reflection provide opportunities
o celebrate faith, bope, and togetherness,
While our beliefs and traditions may differ,
penencsity, and service ane omes we can shane,

For those of us serving a8 Chaplains within
the Weterans of Foreign 'Wars, this season
offers an importast reminder; Cher
respenssbility 12 nol limited 1o those whe
share cur persoral faith. Our responsibility
is 1o care fior these who have served,
regardles: of their religious beliefs or
traditions.

The Empty Chair at

Serving Veterans
of Every Faith

Our Armed Forces pepresent the diversity
of the mation they defend. Christians,
Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus,
members of other relighous traditions,
and those who do not identify with a
particular faith have all snswered the
call to serve.

the Holiday Table

The holidays can be particularly difficult

for weterans and military families, The freedoms our veterans defended
Some velerans remember Christmas irschade: thee freedom of neligzon and the
frecdom of conschence.

meormings spent shoard ships, in distast
countries, or on deplpments far from
lowved ones. Others remember comrades
who mever retarned home. For Gold Star
families, the holidays may bring renewed
memories of a koved one whose chair
remaing cmply.

Some of our fellow veterana are spending
this season i kospitals, pursing Bomes,
or alone :irirr.'l'rei.r hlrm;ﬁﬂhﬂ: rnhl:r e
straggling financially, desling wit
iﬂﬂ?lﬁdr‘ the miﬁl challenges
that sometimes accompany

mulitary servide.

In a Movember 2019 article titled
“"Holidays Feel Lonely for Some,”

VFW National Chaplyin Jim Jenkins
reminded members that reaching out bo
someone who B struggling can make »
meaningful difference. Sometimes simply
being present is the greacest gift we can alfer.
That message remaing just as
important today.

freedoms by respecting the spirineal
movds and personal beliels of every
weEberan.

Throughout December, [ encourage our
Post and District Chaplains to consider
reaching out to those who might otherwise
be !I'l:!rpﬂ-ll:n.
[ ] Ennm: TF‘:-T“ who has rm'l'
atte ] meeting recenily.
m Visit a hospitalized or homebound
EEate abartid
- On 3 SUrviving spouse oF
Gold Star fimltﬁ
Remember the families of those
currently ]
A handwritten Christmas card, holiday

recting, telephone call, or invitsiion
fum’ﬁmu nrﬁiml,:buw ’
someans experiencing boneliness, it can
meean miore than we realize.

The Diepartment of Vieterans Affairs has also i
that the holiday season Can intensify lonelimess, gref, and
#iress for velerans, Our willingness o recognize
challenges and respond with compasison it an important
part of serving oor veteran community.

A Reflection for Our Chaplains

As we celebrate this season, | ask each chaplain to consider
one question:

f “Hﬁﬂmmngummmwmadsmhmr
that someone remembers them

this hnﬂdc_grsmsnu?”

The answer may be cloter than we think. Our chaplaincy is not
measured salely by the prayers we offer at meetings or ceremonies. It
is also reflected in the calls we make, the vitits we conduct, the comfort
we provide, and the relationships we baild.

Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, another religious
observance, or simply the opportunity to spend time with family and
friends, may this season remind us of the responsibility we share to care
for one another,

May we enter the new year committed to being present for those who
need ws most.

__ Because sometimes the most meanin,
ministry begins after the prayer has

. #% .. A Seasonal Reflection for Chaplains

B Ciffered s an optional reflection that may b adapted 2o b
- fay this season bring peace to those who are froubled, comfort fo
thase who grieve, companionship fo those who are lonely, and renesed
kope to those facing difficulr circemstances.
My we remember those wiho are serving far from home, honor those
who kave sacrificed, and exterd kindness to every veferan and family
W Emoonfer,
My our differences never prevent ws from recognizing owr shared
husmarity, and may oir commitmeent o serice continie fo MRie e
May peace, compasiion, and poodwill guide our actions throughand
this season and the year abead,

— e ’

Sources and Further Reading

i W VPR Naticeald Chaplain Jies bakin, “Holidays Ford Loncly for Some,” VW, Mo, 12, 2019,
B U5 Department of Veterass Afuirs, “Helping Veterars Manage Holiday Steen.” Diec. 1, MQL
| W Veterans of Foreign Wars, “Season’s Greetings from the VIPW.™ Diec. 13, 104
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BEYORD THE PRAYER

& MEW YEAR OF SERVICE « 2027

2 =
A New Year, A Renewed
Commitment to Serve
2027: Moving Beyond the Prayer and Into the Lives We Serve
.

As we welcome 2027, we stand at the beginning of
another year filled with opportunities, challenges, and
possibilities. For VEFW Chaplains, the new year is more
than & fresh calendar, It is an Invitation to renew our
commitment to the veterans, families, and communities
we are entrusted to serve,

Whose lite will be better because we ook the time to

care?

Beyond the Meeting

The YFW Chaplain’s work extends beyond invocations,
henedictions, and ceramonial oocagions, We nurture
the living, comfort the grieving, remember those who
have died, and remain present when a comrade neads

someons Lo hsben

In 2027, perhaps our resolutions should include one
additional phone call each week, a visit to a
homebound veteran, or a handwritten note to a
SUrviving spouse, small gestures can makeE & |.;,1:~.'I:||'|-:;

difference.

Remembering the Forgotten

Some vaterans who once atbended every Post event
now face illness, limited mohility, financial strain, or

the loss of a loved one, Others have withdrawn quietly,

not because they stopped caring, but because life
became difftcult,

A call, visit, or invitation reminds them they still
belong. Not every struggle s visible: sometimes the
greatest gift a Chaplain offers is listening without
judgment,

BEYOMND THE PRAYER | VFW DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA

Serving Every Veteran

Our military family includaes people of many fiths,
cultures, and backgrounds, as well as those with no
religious affiliation. Our personal beliefs may guide us,

but compassion must extend to all.

A Chaplain’s task is not Lo impose a beliet, 1t is to ofler
dignity, encouragement, and appropriate spiritual or
practical support, according to each veteran's wishes.
Prasence, understanding, and respect are powerful
forms of service,

Service Across Florida

VEW Posts and Auxiliaries continue to show that
service does nob end when the uniform comes off, In
2026, the VFW Day of Service included 2,693 events
across 13 countries and territories—from food drives to
memorial preservation and |'|-e=|4_||1|;|n|'|:|||-::-|,|

improvements.

Looking toward the 2027 Day of Serice, Chaplains can
help identify needs, encourage volunteers, and connect
members with community partners, Our impact 1s
measured not only in ceremonies conducted, but in
lives touched,

“May our service speak

as loudly as our prayers.”

JAMNUARY 2027 » 1



BEYOKD THE PRAYER THE CHAPLAIN'S COMPMITMEMT » 2027

Compassion in Action

Five commitments for the year ahead

-

Five Commitments for 2027 A New Year of Purpose

01 Reach Out Regularly We cannot predict every challenge 2027 will bring. We
can, however, decide how we will respond: with
compassion over indifference, understanding over

Contact a weberan or family member cach weak who might

benefit from companionship or encouragemeant. ) )
judgment, and service over conveanience.

02 Remember Our Comrades Thae title of Chaplain is more than a position we hald, It

Suppart surviving families and preserase the memory ol is a responsibility we carry. May no veteran feeal
those who served forgotben, no family feel abandoned, and no
L'l]:lEilLl]'l.ulltt'!.' Lo serve Pass unnoticed.
03 Be Present
Visit the hospitalized, combort those who grieve, and listen
when someone faces hardship,

Oifered as an optional reflection, adaptable to the beliafs
04 Build Community and traditions of those present,
Work with Service Qllicers, Auxiliaries, hospitals, Laith
; g As wa enter this new year, may we do so with gratitude for
leaders, and local support organizations
the past and hope for the days ahead.
05 Lead with Compassion May we remember those who served before us, honor those

; T : . + thoge ¢ ring the burde i
Make every veteran feel welcome, respected, and valued who serne boday, and comiort those carrying the bundens of

within our VFW family. Sacritice

May we find strength in challenges, wisdom in difficult

These commitments are suggestions for qirengthenimg ; -
Lt decisions, and compassion when others need us

chaplaincy, not directives or requinements,

May our Posts and Districts be places of fellowship,
encouragement, and service, May peace, understanding,

and gpoodwill guids our actions throwghout 2027,

SOURCES & FURTHER READING “The mission does not end
VFW, The Chaplain’s Handbook (2026). when the prayer has ended.”
VIFW, “Day of Service Sets New Recond with Nearly
2. 700 Evants® (July 7, 2026)

VFW Department of Florida, The Chaplain‘s Brief.

BEYOMD THE PRAYER | WFW DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA JAMUARY 2027 » 3
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“Our Service
Continues ‘

ond the Prayer.”,

“’Haﬂarmg Our Veterﬂns
Caring for Their Families,

and Supporting Our VFW Community
Throughout the Year.” '




